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‘The Christmas That Almost Wasn’t’’ 
A Colorful Package of Entertainment 


The delightful, new musical fantasy, “The Christmas That Almost Wasn’t,” opening 4522 
SEE a, otra ics Theatre, is an entertainment treat that is as colorful and cheerful and as full 
of surprises as the most spirited of holiday seasons. 

The humorous and touching Christmas story, produced by Barry B. Yellen in Eastman 
Color, is the first full-length feature to be made under the auspices of Childhood Productions, 
a leading distributor of family films through which the new attraction is released. It also 
marks the directorial debut of the romantic screen idol, Rossano Brazzi. 


Filmed in English in Rome, 
Italy, a reflection of its interna- 
tional appeal, the production stars 
Brazzi, Paul Tripp, Lydia Brazzi, 
Alberto Rabagliati, Mischa Auer 
and Sonny Fox. 

Tripp, who wrote the original 
story and screenplay and the lyrics 
for the picture’s sparkling songs 
with music by Ray Carter, has for 
many years been known for his 
celebrated, special touch in the 
field of children’s TV_ entertain- 
ment. He has created, written and 
starred in the innovating, award- 
winning trio of television succes- 
ses, “Mr. I. Magination,” “On The 
Carousel” and the current “Birth- 
day House.” 

All of those shows also have 
benefited from the melodies and 
expert musicianship of Ray Carter. 
Lyricist Tripp and composer Car- 
ter have collaborated happily for 
more than twenty-five years, and 
their latest songfest for “The 
Christmas That Almost Wasn’t” 
is indeed a highlight in the pro- 
lific team’s career. 


In the story which so bounti- 
fully combines fantasy, music, 
laughter and suspense, Santa 
Claus, portrayed with robust ener- 
gy by Rabagliati, is threatened 
with eviction from his home and 
toy factory in the North Pole. His 
antagonist is Phineas T. Prune, 
an ill-tempered zillionaire who 
hates Christmas, a characteriza- 
tion by Brazzi in a daring de- 
parture from his memorable, ro- 
mantic heroes. 


Charming scenes in Santa’s work- 
shop involve the actor’s wife, Ly- 
dia Brazzi, in her screen debut as 
Mrs. Santa, and Santa’s helpers, 
the elves, whose yuletide prepara- 
tions are interrupted by fits of de- 
pression over the possibility that 
there may not be any Christmas 
gifts for children that year. 


Tripp is seen as a _ devoted 
friend of Santa’s who tries to help 
him out of his difficulties. Another 
television star, Sonny Fox, is a 
department store owner who is 
persuaded by Tripp to begin the 


tradition of personal appearances 
by Santa in store toy departments. 
Auer returns to the screen in an 
inimitable comic portrayal, that of 
Jonathan, Santa’s chief clerk and 
foreman of the elves. 

Everyone’s efforts to save Santa 
from eviction, however, seem 
doomed to failure, until the child- 
ren of a small town decide to take 
matters into their own, little hands. 


The children’s spirit and generos- 
ity, in the end, even serve to re- 
form the villain and Santa is able 
to deliver his gifts and good cheer 
throughout the world, as always. 

“The Christmas That Almost 
Wasn't,” in which producer Yellen 
appears in a cameo role, has a 
background score by one of Italy’s 
top composer-conductors, Bruno 
Nicolai. 


Scene Mat TCAW #7 
Mrs. Santa (Lydia Brazzi), Santa Claus (Albert Rabagliati), Mr. 
Whipple (Paul Tripp), visit mean Mr. Prune (Rossano Brazzi), 
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on Christmas Eve in a scene from Childhood Productions East- 


man Color classic ““The Christmas That Almost Wasn’t.” 


“Christmas That Almost 
Wasn't” Has Mr. and 
Mrs. Santa Claus 


It is a tale in the traditional 
sense, except that Santa Claus gets 
somewhat modernized. He still has 
a beautiful white beard that 
frames here the bright shiny hap- 
py face of Alberto Rabagliati; but 
he also has a wife (in real life she 
is actually Rossano Brazzi’s wife) 
and he has hired an accountant, 
the incomparable Mischa Auer. 


‘Brazzi had nothing to do with 
the fact that Mrs. Brazzi is one of 
the main characters in the film, it 
was the producer’s choice. In fact, 
the first few days the director was 
really bullying her around, although 
this is almost her first part. “She 
is so intelligent that she gets upset 
if she cannot almost guess what is 
expected of her” explains Brazzi, 
“and I didn’t realize that if you’re 
not a professional, everything is 
so much harder, this is my hun- 
dred and ninth film, while she has 
only acted a couple of times. When 
we were students at the Venice 
University, we used to organize 
some plays to make a little money. 
We had with us Zefferelli who was 
like us, a law student and Arnoldo 
Foa who was studying architec- 
ture.” 

While Mrs. Brazzi is building up 
her name as an actress, Rossano 
seems to have settled behind the 
camera. In his next film too, he 
will be the director. 


Rossano Brazzi 


‘Biography 


(Director and Star of “‘The Christmas 
That Almost Wasn't’ ) 


Rossano Brazzi, symbol of the romantic screen lover to 
women throughout the world, has taken two adventurous giant 
steps down new paths as a star and director of “The Christmas 


That Almost Wasn’t.” 
DIRECTORIAL DEBUT 


The feature production with 
which Brazzi has chosen to make 
his directorial debut and in which 
he plays his first comic-character 
role is a delightful musical fan- 
tasy. It was produced by Barry B. 
Yellen in Eastman Color for re- 
lease by Childhood Productions, 
a leading distributor of family 
films. 


The handsome Italian leading 
man departs completely from his 
past portrayals to create the char- 
acter of Phineas T. Prune, an ill- 
tempered villain who wants to put 
an end to Santa Claus and to 
Christmas giving, but who finally 
reforms and proves to be human 
after all. The original story and 
screenplay which coaxed Brazzi 
to perform behind the cameras, 
too, was written by Paul Tripp, 
creator of the award-winning tele- 
vision shows for children, “Mr. I. 


Magination,’ “On The Carousel” 
and the current “Birthday House.” 


Scene Mat TCAW #1 


Santa Claus (Albert Rabagliati) and Mr. Whipple (Paul Tripp) share a moment playing with 
some Christmas toys in a scene from Childhood Productions Eastman Color classic “The Christ- 


mas That Almost Wasn’t.” 


TRAINED IN THEATRE 


The two new turns in Brazzi’s 
life are additional highlights in a 
successful and fulfilling career. 
Trained in the theatre in his native 
Italy, he became a popular screen 
figure almost as soon as he began 
making motion pictures. His im- 
pact on the female population of 
Europe was immediate, and sigh- 
ing girls soon began wearing small 
medals bearing his profile around 
their necks. 


He was called to Hollywood to 
star in the remake of “Little Wo- 
men,” but the role was not par- 
ticularly right for him and _ that 
first trip to America was less than 
auspicious. Then, at the end of 
World War II he starred opposite 
Katherine Hepburn as the roman- 
tic and aristocratic Venetian in 
“Summertime.” This time the com- 
bination of Brazzi charm and the 
right role clicked loudly and bril- 
liantly with American audiences. 
The movie was a tremendous crit- 
ical and popular success, and his 
performance drew applause and 
more and deeper feminine sighs 
in all parts of the globe. 


REPUTATION AS 
‘LATIN LOVER’ 


Brazzi became the new, cele- 
brated “Latin Lover”’—the mature, 
tender but virile, handsome man 
with the slightly greying temples 
with whom women of all ages 
could fall in love. He followed his 
success in “Summertime” with a 
rapid succession of hits, including 
“Three Coins in the Fountain,” 
“The Barefoot Contessa,” “South 
Pacific,” “That Certain Smile,” and 


“The Story of Esther Costello.” 


He has always considered Rome 
to be his home, despite frequent 
trips to Hollywood, and has con- 
tinued to make pictures and ap- 
pear on major television shows in 
Italy. Altogether, the star has 
made one hundred and eight films, 


and after his years as one of the 
screen’s leading romantic figures, 
he was anxious for a change and a 
move forward, into direction and 
into a new direction in acting. 


In his first film as a director, 
the former “latin lover” is in op- 
position with his traditional char- 
acter. 


A moustache drooping down the 
sides of his mouth, shaggy yellow- 
ish rising eyebrows, a night bon- 


net and a baggy short nightgown 
revealing bony, hairy knees when 
he sits down. This is Rossano 
Brazzi as he pictures himself: Ug- 
ly, at last! 


“To be handsome, always too 
handsome . . . at the end it is un- 
bearable” says Brazzi. “In America, 
it’s worse, it’s disastrous when 
yow’re very popular.” The last time 
he went there, he had three “in- 
cidents” in a few days. One after- 
noon, as he went to a TV re- 
cording, some secretaries assistants 
and hostesses ran after him, wildly 
screaming for autographs, break- 
ing a glass door in the process. 
Another evening, in a restaurant 
he had to escape through the back 
door. He says that even for Tony 
Curtis who had been there three 
days earlier the “fans” didn’t get 
that wild. 


Whatever the ingredients for his 
success are, Rossano Brazzi as a 
director is in complete opposition 
with Brazzi as a “latin lover.” The 
first chance he had to choose a 
part for himself, he dismissed the 
character of the overly smooth, 
handsome and strong “still young” 
man he used to play and chose to 
be a villain in a tender comedy. 


“The Christmas That Almost 
Wasn’t” also boasts the film acting 
debut of Brazzi’s wife, Lydia Braz- 
zi, and also stars Paul Tripp, Al- 
berto Rabagliati, Mischa Auer and 
Sonny Fox. Featuring original 
songs by Ray Carter with lyrics 
by Tripp, the background score, 
orchestration and musical direction 
are by Bruno Nicolai. 


Scene Mat TCAW #10 


Rossano Brazzi, co-star and di- 
rector of Childhood Produc- 
tions Eastman Color Film, 
“The Christmas That Almost 
Wasn’t.”” This is Rossano Braz- 
zi’s directorial debut. 


— 


Paul Tripp — Biography 


(Co-star and writer of the original story, screenplay 
and lyrics for “The Christmas That Almost Wasn't’ ) 


Paul Tripp, a multi-talented man famous for his celebrated 
contributions to children’s television entertainment, is cur- 
rently starring in a feature-length musical fantasy, “The 
Christmas That Almost Wasn’t,” the Childhood Productions 
release produced by Barry B. Yellen and which marks the 
directorial debut of Rossano Brazzi. 


A leading role as a dear and inventive friend of Santa Claus, 
however, does not complete Tripp’s array of creative energies 
devoted to the delightful motion picture filmed in Eastman 
Color. He also wrote the original story, the screenplay and 
the lyrics for its many lilting songs, the latter for which his 
long-time collaborator Ray Carter wrote the music. 


Tripp’s career began as an actor 
in New York and soon began to 
include directing. His first di- 
rectorial assignment on Broadway, 
in fact, was indicative of his fu- 
ture, for the play featured a cast 
of twenty-five children and a single 
adult. 


His focus on entertainment for 
children had begun even before, 
however, when he conceived the 
highly popular record album, 
“Tubby the Tuba.” To date, the 
album has been tanslated and per- 
formed in every part of the world 
where a symphony orchestra exists, 
has sold over six million copies, 
and has been performed on records 
by many leading recording artists. 


PIONEERED CHILDREN’S 
TELEVISION PROGRAMMING 


In 1949, Tripp combined his 
theatrical experience with his suc- 
cess in the children’s musical field 
to become a pioneer in television 
programming for children. The 
first show he created and starred 
in was “Mr. I. Magination.” The 
weekly, musical fantasy series was 
hailed an immediate success and 
today is considered a classic, 
having won, among others, a Pea- 
body Award, an Emmy and a 
Look Magazine Award. 


His next TV program, again as 
producer-star-writer, was “On The 
Carousel,” an  educational-enter- 
tainment program for children, 
which was honored with three Ohio 
State University Awards. 


PURSUED DRAMATIC ROLES 


After devoting ten years to 
those rewarding programs, Tripp 
felt he needed a change and re- 
turned to his original love, acting. 
He moved to Hollywood, where he 
appeared in dramatic roles on 
every major television show, in- 
cluding “Ben Casey,” ‘Twilight 
Zone,” “Perry Mason” and “The 
Dick Van Dyke Show.” 


Once again, however, his desire 
to contribute to the entertainment 
of children became overpowering 
and he returned to New York, 
where he created the current and 
acclaimed ‘Birthday House” for 


NBC-TV. As star of the daily, one- 


hour show, he has guided the pro- 


Scene Mat TCAW #2 


Paul Tripp, children’s TV per- 
sonality, creator and co-star of 
Childhood Productions East- 
man Color classic “The Christ- 
mas That Almost Wasn’t.” 


gram into its fourth year and its 
popularity continues to ascend. He 
also recorded a “Birthday House” 
album, which sold 150,000 copies 
in its initial six months on the 
market. 


AUTHOR AND COLUMNIST 


Tripp is married to actress Ruth 
Enders, who has appeared with 
him on all of the aforementioned 
television successes, and with 
whom he has a daughter, Suzanne, 
and a son, David. He rounds out 
his tireless creative activities with 
the writing of children’s books and 
a weekly newspaper column. 


“The ‘Christmas That Almost 
Wasn’t” also stars Brazzi, Lydia 
Brazzi, appearing in a movie for 
the first time with her husband, 
Rossano, Alberto Rabagliati, Mis- 
cha Auer and Sonny Fox. It is the 
first feature-length production to 
be made under the auspices of 
Childhood Productions, a leading 
distributor of family films. 


Scene Mat TCAW #5 


Santa Claus (Albert Rabagliati) preparing to tell the children 
that there will be no toys this Christmas because Mr. Prune has 
evicted him from the North Pole in this scene from Childhood 
Productions Eastman Color classic “The Christmas That Almost 


Wasn’t.”’ 


Scene Mat TCAW #3 


Santa Claus (Albert Rabagliati), Mr. Whipple (Paul Tripp) and Mrs. Santa (Lydia Brazzi) get 
ready to begin their Christmas Eve journey to all the chimneys in this scene from Childhood 
Productions Eastman Color classic ‘“‘The Christmas That Almost Wasn’t.”’ 


Paul Tripp’s Many 
Talents Enhance 
“The Christmas That 
Almost Wasn't” 


The original story, screenplay 
and song lyrics for “The Christ- 
mas That Almost Wasn’t,” a de- 
lightful, musical-fantasy feature 
OPCMING oc... at te. -2s..teee 
Theatre, are all the work of Paul 
Tripp, long one of television’s 
most creative personalities. 


MULTIPLE TALENTS 
OF PAUL TRIPP 


Tripp, who also stars in a major 
role in the Childhood Productions 
release produced by Barry B. Yel- 
len, holds an enviable reputation 
as a multiple-talented producer, 
director, writer, lyricist and_per- 
former for award-winning TV pro- 
grams for children. His acclaimed 
innovations include “Mr. I. Magi- 
nation,” “On The Carousel” and 
the current success “Birthday 
House.” 


DESTINED AS YULETIDE 
CLASSIC 

His story of Santa Claus in a 
battle against eviction from his 
North Pole home and headquarters, 
which features a lilting array of 
songs with music by Tripp’s long- 
time collaborator, Ray Carter, is 
in the enchanting tradition of 
classic yuletide tales, such as “A 
Christmas Carol,” “Rudolph The 
Red Nosed Reindeer,” ‘The Night 
Before Christmas” and ‘Miracle 
on 34th Street.” 

Tripp portrays Sam Whipple, 
Santa’s warm and devoted friend 
in the motion picture which is pre- 
sented in Eastman Color. His an- 
tagonist is an ill-tempered, miserly 
zillionaire who hates children and 
the spirit of Christmas giving, 
Phineas T. Prune, played by in- 
ternational star, Rossano Brazzi, 
in a stunning switch from his pre- 
vious, romantic characterizations. 

“The Christmas That Almost 
Wasn’t,” also marking Brazzi’s di- 
rectorial debut, also stars Lydia 
Brazzi, together for the first time 
in films with her husband Rossano, 
Alberto Rabagliati, Mischa Auer 
and Sonny Fox. The bouncing 
background score is by Bruno 
Nicolai. 


“The Christmas That Almost 
Wasn't” stars Rossano Brazzi 
in New Role 


Rossano Brazzi, the romantic star of over a hundred feature 
films, makes his directorial debut in “The Christmas That 
Almost Wasn’t,” a Childhood Productions release opening 
igo eatin at the ............ Theatre, and has cast himself in an en 
tirely new kind of role from his past, matinee-idol portrayals. 


The handsome Italian, adored by 
women throughout the world since 
his acclaimed appearance in “Sum- 
mertime” and “Three Coins In The 
Fountain,” creates, for the first 
time in his career, a comic-char- 
acter portrait. 


PORTRAYS ILL-TEMPERED 
ZILLIONAIRE 


He stars in the musical fantasy, 
filmed in English in Rome, as an 
ill-tempered, miserly  zillionaire, 
Phineas T. Prune. Although he 
reforms in the end, Prune makes 
an almost successful attempt to 
evict Santa Claus from his North 
Pole home and toy workshop. Be- 
fore he is foiled and enlightened 
by the yuletide spirit of goodwill, 
the villain insists that he never 
was a child and that he hates 
both children and their beloved 


Santa. 


CREATED BY PAUL TRIPP 


The original story and screen- 
play, in the enchanting tradition 


of great yuletide tales, were writ- 
ten by the famed creator of 
childrens’ TV entertainment, Paul 
Tripp, the writer-director-perform- 
er of “Mr. I. Magination,” “On 
The Carousel” and the current 
“Birthday House.” 


Director Brazzi’s cast and actor 
Brazzi’s co-stars in “The Christmas 
That Almost Wasn’t” include his 
wife, Lydia Brazzi, in her. film 
debut, Tripp, Alberto Rabagliati, 
Mischa Auer and Sonny Fox. Pre- 
sented in Eastman Color with 
songs by Ray Carter and _back- 
ground score by Bruno Nicolai, 
the feature attraction was pro- 


duced by Barry B. Yellen. 


Rossano and Lydia Brazzi ap- 
pear in films together for the first 
time and Director Brazzi has no- 
thing but praise for the perform- 
ance of his wife Lydia. ‘“She’s 
settling down to a long film career” 
claims Rossano Brazzi. 


Scene Mat TCAW #11 
Mr. Whipple (Paul Tripp) tries to convince mean Mr. Prune 
(Rossano Brazzi) to let Santa Claus stay at the North Pole till 
after Christmas in a scene from Childhood Productions Eastman 


Color classic “The Christmas That Almost Wasn’t.”’ 


Scene Mat TCAW #9 


Mrs. Santa (Lydia Brazzi), Santa Claus (Albert Rabagliati) and 
Mr. Whipple (Paul Tripp) at dinner discussmg Santa’s plight of 
being evicted from his workshop at the North Pole in the Child- 
hood Productions Eastman Color movie “The Christmas That 


Almost Wasn’t.”’ 


‘The Christmas That Almost Wasn’t’’ 
in Tradition of Top Yuletide Tales 


“The Christmas That Almost Wasn’t,” a musical fantasy 


opening .............. i ee ee 


Theatre, is a bright reflection 


of the enchanting tradition of such famous yuletide tales as “A 
Christmas Carol,” “The Night Before Christmas,” “Miracle on 
34th Street” and “Rudolph The Red-Nosed Reindeer.” 


The new, feature attraction in 
Eastman Color is an original story 
and screenplay by Paul Tripp, the 
renowned creator and star of the 
award-winning children’s television 
shows, “Mr. I. Magination,” “On 
The - Carousel” and the current 
“Birthday House.” 


BRAZZI’S DIRECTORIAL 
DEBUT 


Produced by Barry B. Yellen 
for release by Childhood Produc- 
tions, it is distinguished by the 
directorial debut of famed roman- 
tic actor, Rossano Brazzi, and stars 
Brazzi, Tripp, Alberto Rabagliati, 
Mischa Auer, Sonny Fox and Lydia 
Brazzi, the matinee idol’s wife in 
her screen debut. 


“The Christmas That Almost 
Wasn’t”—a delightful blending of 
fantasy, comedy, suspense, song 


and dance—shares with the afore- 
mentioned Christmas classics, each 
of which has been translated onto 
film as a motion picture or tele- 
vision special, the quality of being 
a joyful experience for children 
and adults alike. 


DESTINED AS YULETIDE 
CLASSIC 


Many great stories of the yule- 
tide season, the ones enjoying con- 
tinued popularity year after year, 
have certain characteristics in com- 
mon. From Dickens’ immortal tale 
of Scrooge and Tiny Tim to the 
simple fable of the little, misfit 
reindeer, they all embody the spirit 
of generosity and celebrate the 
triumph of love and courage over 
all adversity. 

Pitted against the Christmas 
spirit in “The Christmas That 
Almost Wasn’t” is a villain whose 
fictional ancestor is, in fact, Mr. 
Scrooge of “A Christmas Carol.” 
He is Phineas T. Prune, portrayed 
by Brazzi in a departure from his 
previous film portraits, an ill-tem- 
pered zillionaire who doesn’t be- 
lieve in Christmas and is_ bitter 
toward all humanity, especially 
children. 

Prune attempts to evict Santa 
Claus from his North Pole home 
and toy factory by purchasing the 
land and demanding his rent on 
Christmas Eve. Although the 
course of the two characters run 
along different paths, Prune, like 
Scrooge, reforms in the end and 
tries to help the people he once 
wronged. 

The new musical film is in a 
class all by itself, but it does in- 
clude some highlight events simi- 
lar to some found in its famous 
predecessors. There is a race 
against time on Christmas Eve, as 


in “Rudolph The Red-Nosed Rein- 


deer;” there is a sequence in 
which the real Santa Claus makes 
the first Santa-in-Toyland appear- 
ance in a department store, the 
tradition which gave birth to the 
story of “Miracle on 34th Street;” 
and, finally, there is Santa’s finest 
hour, so wonderfully captured in 
“The Night Before Christmas,” in 
which he delivers his gifts to 
children throughout the world. 

“The Christmas That Almost 
Wasn’t” is further enhanced by 
gay and melodic songs with lyrics 
by Paul Tripp and music by Ray 
Carter, and a bouncing background 
score by Bruno Nicolai, one of 
Italy’s foremost composer-conduct- 
ors. Filmed in English in Rome, 
it is the first full-length feature 
made under the auspices of Child- 
hood Productions, a leading dis- 
tributor of family films. 


Alberto Rabagliati 


Biography 


Alberto Rabagliati, actor and singer once known as the 
“Bing Crosby of Italy,” stars as Santa Claus in “The Christ- 
mas That Almost Wasn’t,” a feature-length musical fantasy 
produced in Eastman Color by Barry B. Yellen. 

Rabagliati’s portrayal in the new Childhood Productions 
release, which marks the directorial debut of romantic actor, 


Rossano Brazzi, is of a very wor- 
ried Santa who is on the verge of 
being evicted from his home in 
the North Pole. The role solidly 
demonstrates the versatility and 
wide creative range of the Italian 
star. 

When he began his career many 
years ago, Rabagliati was tall, 
slim and darkly handsome with 
sensual lips, features which won 
for him a widely publiziced Hol- 
lywood contest to find the succes- 
sor to the late Rudolph Valentino. 
He arrived in California with a 
Twentieth-Century Fox contract, 
and made a marked impression on 
American women, although his film 
debut was rather modest. 

From Hollywood the went to 
Latin America, and there began 
singing professionally, fashioning 
a very intimate style. His success 
in this venture was enormous, and 
after touring in the major cities 
of North and South America, he 
returned to his native Italy. There 
his singing career continued sen- 
sationally. He was one of his na- 
tion’s most popular singers of the 
forties, earning him the afore- 
mentioned title of “The Bing 
Crosby of Italy.” 

A few appearances in successful 
musical motion pictures followed. 
Then came a series of one-night 
concert stands throughout Europe, 
with a repertoire consisting of 
famous songs such as “La Madu- 
nina” and “Sposi.” 

In recent years, as he gained 
weight and lost some of his high- 
ly romantic good looks, Rabagliati 
began receiving offers from film 
producers to play character parts. 
His abilities in those roles were 
so impressive, his services now are 
in constant demand. His most re- 
cent film appearance was in Pietro 
Germi’s “Signore E Signori,” in 
which he plays a cuckolded hus- 
band. 

So the singer who started out to 
be an actor, is now acting again, 


Scene Mat TCAW #8 


Mean Mr. Prune (Rossano Brazzi) and his servant chasing the 
children away from the toy department where Santa Claus works, 
in the Childhood Productions Eastman Color movie “The Christ- 


mas That Almost Wasn’t.” 


“The Christmas That Almost Wasn’t’’ Receives 
Special Venice Film Festival Honor 


“The Christmas That Almost 
Wasn't,” the first feature-length 
film to be made under the auspices 
of Childhood Productions, a lead- 
ing distributor of family films, has 
been honored by a showing in a 
special category at the Venice Film 
Festival. 

The presentation at the world 
famous motion picture fete is a 
reflection of the musical fantasy’s 
Filmed in 
Rome in English, it was produced 
by Barry B. Yellen and marks the 
directorial debut of romantic actor, 
Rossano Brazzi. 


international appeal. 


The delightful fable that pits 
Santa Claus and the spirit of 
yuletide giving and goodwill 
against the machinations of an ill- 
tempered zillionaire stars Brazzi, 
renowned children’s TV entertain- 
ers Paul Tripp and Sonny Fox, 
Lydia Brazzi, Alberto Rabagliati 
and Mischa Auer. 

“The Christmas That Almost 
Wasn’t” is an original story by 
Tripp, who also wrote the screen- 
play and the lyrics of the lilting 
songs with music by Ray Carter. 
The background score is by Bruno 
Nicolai, one of Italy’s foremost 
composer-conductors. 


and in “The Christmas That 
Almost Wasn’t” also stars Brazzi, 
his wife, Lydia Brazzi, in her film 
debut, Paul Tripp, Mischa Auer 
and Sonny Fox. Tripp wrote the 
original story and screenplay and 
the lyrics for the film’s lilting 
songs with music by Ray Carter. 


Barry B. Yellen 


Biography 


Barry B. Yellen, a dynamic man 
of enterprise whose involvement 
in whatever he does is total and 
complete, is the producer of “The 
Christmas That Almost Wasn’t.” 
The delightful musical fantasy is 
the first feature-length production 
to be made under the auspices of 
Childhood Productions, a leading 
distributor of family films headed 
by Mr. Yellen. 

The new motion picture in East- 
man Color, is a humorous and 
warmly tender Christmas _ story 
written for the screen by Paul 
Tripp, the celebrated creator of 
children’s TV entertainment (“Mr. 
I. Magination,” “On the Carousel” 
and “Birthday House”). It stars 
Rossano Brazzi, Tripp, Alberto 
Rabagliato, Lydia Brazzi, Mischa 
Auer and Sonny Fox, and was di- 
rected by Brazzi in his debut be- 
hind the cameras. 


ENTERPRISING PRODUCER 


Bringing together all these 
unique and varied talents, several 
of whom, like Brazzi, are playing 
roles in the film that are a wide 
departure from their customary 
types, is an example of the kind of 
enterprise Yellen knows how to 
achieve with exceptional ease and 
imagination. Brooks Atkinson once 
wrote of him in the New York 
Times, “Mr. Yellen is an able and 
energetic young man who does not 
give up or give in.” 


PRODUCER-DIRECTOR 
AT AGE 21 


Born in New York City, he at- 
tended the Professional Children’s 
School there, and received thorough 
and practical theatrical training 
from his earliest years. There never 
was any question that the world of 
entertainment was to be his life’s 
work. 

Upon his graduation from school, 
he worked as a stage manager, de- 
signer, technical director or actor 
in over one hundred professional 
productions in different cities 
throughout the country. He gained 
vast experience from these years 


of touring, and at the amazingly 
young age of twenty-one, he was 
given the position of Stage Pro- 
ducer-Director for the George P. 
Johnson Company of Detroit, and 
acted for them in that capacity on 
the American Motors Industrialist 


Show. 


PRODUCES IN PUERTO RICO 


Following three years with the 
company, Yellen journeyed to 
Puerto Rico, where he founded and 
became managing director of the 
San Juan Drama Festival. From 
1958-1961 he produced twenty- 
eight full scale musical and dra- 
matic plays. The productions were 
of such high quality, featuring 
top stars in fine plays, that they 
received wide-spread _ attention. 
‘Time’ Magazine said of one pro- 
duction, “Last week nothing on 
the boards in any major capitol 
could compare to the Drama Fest- 
ival that was taking place in rela- 
tively small San Juan, Puerto 
Rico.” 


JOINS SKOURAS THEATRES 


He returned from San Juan to 
join United Artists-Skouras Thea- 
tres in their legitimate theatre 
booking department as developer 
of new projects. He later became 
Director of Advertising and Pro- 
motion for the entire chain of 
movie houses. In 1964, he left that 
position and formed Childhood 
Productions, Inc., of which he is 
President, 

Married and the father of three 
daughters, Mr. Yellen has ample 
opportunity to get firsthand in- 
formation on what children want 
and what appeals to them in mo- 
tion pictures, and translate those 
feelings directly into production 
ideas. 

“The Christmas That Almost 
Wasn’t” features a number of 
lilting original songs with lyrics 
by Paul Tripp and music by Ray 
Carter. 


Rossano Brazzi and 
Lydia Brazzi Together 
In Films For First Time 


(Considering that Rossano Brazzi 
has appeared in over 100 motion 
pictures, the professional paths of 
Rossano and Lydia Brazzi cross 
for the first time in “The Christ- 
mas That Almost Wasn’t”, a Child- 
hood Productions release in East- 
man Color. 

In this film, Rossano Brazzi 
makes his debut as a Director and 
also stars as mean Mr. Prune. His 
wife Lydia portrays Mrs. Santa 
Claus. Director Brazzi has nothing 
but praise for his wife’s  per- 
formance. 

“T would not be surprised if 
some day she wins an Academy 
Award” claims Mr. Brazzi.. While 
Rossano Brazzi is settling down to 
a career behind the camera, Mrs. 
Brazzi is building a reputation as 
an actress. 


Scene Mat TCAW #6 


Mean Mr. Prune (Rossano Brazzi) and his servant frightening 
the children in the department store so that they will go away 
from Santa in the Childhood Productions Eastman Color movie 
“The Christmas that Almost Wasn’t.” 


Charming New Musical Fantasy Marks 
Rossano Brazzi’s Directorial Debut 


The highly successful career of Rossano Brazzi, the romantic international film star, takes 
on a new phase and a new turn with the charming musical fantasy, “The Christmas That 
Almost Wasn’t,” the Childhood Productions release produced by Barry B. Yellen, opening 
see <taee apeeees at the °..000......0° Theatre. 


Not only does the handsome, Italian actor make his debut as a director with the new 
feature production in Eastman Color, but he also makes a stunning turn from his previous 


screen portrayals by playing, for 
the first time, a comic-character 


role. 


He has begun his directorial 
career with unbounded enthusiasm 
over the story written for the 
screen by the celebrated creator 
of children’s TV_ entertainment, 
Paul Tripp, and over the unusual, 
gifted cast assembled for the pic- 
ture. 


Brazzi’s co-stars in the tale in 
which Santa Claus faces eviction 
from his North Pole home and 
headquarters include Tripp, Al- 
berto Rabagliati, the character 
actor and singer once known as 
“the Bing Crosby of Italy,” Mischa 
Auer, the brilliant comic actor in 
his return to the screen, Sonny 
Fox, another popular star of child- 
ren’s TV entertainment, and the 
actor’s own wife, Lydia Brazzi, in 
her film debut. 


NEW ROLE FOR BRAZZI 


In front of the cameras, Brazzi 
is seen as the ill-tempered Mr. 
Prune, who hates children and the 
spirit of Christmas giving. He 
doesn’t get the girl in the end, as 
was his custom in such previous 
hits as “Summertime” and “Three 
Coins in the Fountain,” but he 
does reform and happily change 
his wicked ways. 


Although the role is a decidedly 
different one for the matinee idol, 
it was even a bigger challenge for 
him to be behind the cameras after 
acting in one hundred and eight 


films. 


“T didn’t know movie technique 
as a director,” he has explained 
with disarming frankness. “But in 
talks with big, American directors 
from Wyler to Wilder, very good 
friends of mine, they convinced 
me that technique is simply hay- 
ing something to say, and since I 
have something to say, the tech- 
nique doesn’t bother me. After 
having been on so many movie 
sets, I must have learned a little 


bit. 


“After twenty-five years of act- 
ing, I am pleased I have decided 
to direct. I am over forty, at an 
age when one reflects about many 
things and begins to take stock. 
Directing at last will give me time 
to evaluate myself.” 


Brazzi also admits that the prin- 
ciple of self-evaluation was in- 
volved in his being prompted to 


essay the role of Mr. Prune and 
to appear in a characterization as 
opposite as possible from his ‘Latin 
Lover’ image. 

“The Christmas That Almost 
Wasn’t” was filmed in English in 


Rome. Its bright array of songs 
feature lyrics by Paul Tripp and 
music by Ray Carter, and the 
background score was written by 
Bruno Nicolai, one of Italy’s fore- 
most composer-conductors. 


Sonny Fox — Biography 


Sonny Fox, adored by millions of kids who have been de- 
voted fans of his popular television programs for the past 
eleven years, currently stars in “The Christmas That Almost 
Wasn’t,” a musical fantasy produced by Barry B. Yellen for 


Childhood Productions release. 


TOP CHILDREN’S TV SHOW 

Mr. Fox brings to his perform- 
ance all the charm and warmth 
and good humor that he displays 
on his weekly TV shows on New 
York City’s WNEW-TV, “Wonde- 
rama With Sonny Fox” and “Just 
For Fun.” He portrays a depart- 
ment store owner who begins the 
idea of Santa Claus’ department- 
store appearances in the new mo- 
tion picture, which marks the di- 
rectorial debut of the international 
star, Rossano Brazzi. 


Irwin “Sonny” Fox was born in 
Brooklyn, New York, and gradu- 
ated with a B.A. degree in radio 
production from New York Uni- 
versity in 1947. He immediately 
Allen Funt’s 
“Candid Microphone,” which was 
“Candid 


went to work for 


a radio forerunner of 
Camera.” 


Even in those days, his most de- 
lightful moments were spent re- 
cording children, and Fox ended 
up with many amusing and re- 
vealing tapes. In 1948, he joined 
Arch Oboler in California to work 
on a series of broadcasts based on 
Oboler’s trip to Africa. 


JOINED VOICE OF AMERICA 

After several other writing jobs, 
he joined the “Voice of America” 
as a special events reporter, and 
this was the beginning of many 
extensive travels for him. In 1952, 
he was assigned to Korea, where 
he legged his tape recorder all 
over battlefields and broken vil- 
lages, taping and its 
misery. His material won for the 


the war 


REDITS 


Produced by 
Directed by 


Book, Lyrics and Original Story by 


Barry B. Yellen 


“Voice of America” a citation 


from Ohio State University for 


public service. 


At the end of his travels, Sonny 
married Gloria Benson of Roch- 
ester, New York, and settled in 
St. Louis, where he became a 
television personality. His program 
was called “The Finder,” and _ it 
was on it that he developed his 
philosophy of working with and 
for children that has gained him 
so many awards and acclaim from 
parents and educators. He respects 
the intelligence of his young audi- 
ence and concentrates on stimu- 
lating their interest rather than 
tranquilizing them. 


(His show proved so successful, 
he was soon called to New York 
to emcee the award-winning “Let’s 
Take A Trip.” In 1959, he began 
his “Wonderama” show, which has 
twice been nominated for an Em- 
my award. His second show, “Just 


For Fun,” followed soon after- 
wards. 
PRESIDENT OF TV 
ACADEMY 
Fox was unanimously elected 


President of the New York chap- 
ter of the National Academy of 
Television Arts and Sciences in 
1965. He, his wife, and their four 
children live in Connecticut. 


“The Christmas That Almost 
Wasn’t,” filmed in Eastman Color, 
also stars Rossano Brazzi, Paul 


Tripp, Lydia Brazzi, Alberto Ra- 
bagliati and Mischa Auer. Filmed 
in English in Rome, it features 
songs with lyrics by Tripp and 
music by Ray Carter. 


Rossano Brazzi 


Ray Carter 


Music, Orchestration and Musical Direction by 
Bruno Nicolai 


Settings and Costumes by 


Photography by 
Editor 


A. Danilo Zanetti 


Paul Tripp 


Mischa Auer — Biography 


Mischa Auer, the superb comic actor and master of the 
despondent shrug, returns to the screen in the new, feature- 
length musical fantasy, “The Christmas That Almost Wasn’t,” 
produced by Barry B. Yellen for release by Childhood Pro- 


ductions. 


Mr. Auer brings another of his noted quixotic portrayals 
to the role of Jonathan, Santa Claus’s chief clerk and foreman 


of the North Pole elves. The mo- 
tion picture, filmed in Eastman 
Color and boasting the directorial 
debut of romantic idol, Rossano 
Brazzi, is from an original story 
written for the screen by Paul 
Tripp. 


With his delightful new film 
characterization, Auer adds_ yet 
another phase to a long and suc- 
cessful career that began when the 
silver screen was still silent. Al- 
though he was born in St. Peters- 
burg, Russia, and always retained 
his accent, he started acting pro- 
fessional when he came to America. 


He played in the Broadway 
Theatre in the beginning, then 
went to Hollywood, where, during 
the silent era and the early “talk- 
ies” period, he was cast in exotic 
roles. His accent and slovic looks 
allowed him to play many Russian, 
Indian, and _ villainous 
roles in serious movies. 


Mexican 


The big change came in his 
career in 1936, when he was given 
the richly comic role of Karol, the 
poet, with Carole Lombard and 
William Powell in “My Man God- 
frey,” one of the most sparkling 
of the witty comedies of that 
period. Auer caught on greatly in 
that film, and thereafter was in 
constant demand for comedy roles, 
being a popular favorite with pro- 
ducers and public alike. 


WILDLY FUNNY 
CHARACTERS 

Just a few of the seventy movies 
in which his flair for playing wild- 
ly funny, eccentric characters was 
given full reign, were “Merry Go 
Round of 1938,” “Little Tough 
Guys in Society,” and Frank Cap- 
ra’s “You Can’t Take It With 
You.” In the latter, he created his 
most famous role, one that is con- 
sidered a screen classic—the im- 
perious Russian dancing teacher, 
who tries to teach serious ballet 
dancing in the midst of the zany 
Kirby household. 


When the great French director, 
Rene Clair, came to America, he 
used Auer in his films with great 
imagination, and in later years, 
the actor journeyed to Italy and 
France to make his movies. His 
European film appearances include 
those in “Toe Hell With Fame,” 
“Mister Arkadin,” directed by Or- 
son Welles, “That Damned Girl” 
with Brigitte Bardot, and “Monte- 
Carlo” with Marlene Dietrich and 
Vittorio De Sica. 


“The Christmas That Almost 


Wasn’t” also stars Rossano Brazzi, 
Paul Tripp, Lydia Brazzi, Alberto 
Rabagliati and Sonny Fox. Filmed 
in English in Rome, it features a 
bright array of lilting songs with 
lyrics by Tripp and music by Ray 
Carter. 


Scene Mat TCAW #4 
Jonathan (Mischa Auer) and Santa’s workshop dwarfs take time 
out from their work to try and find a way to raise the rent money 
for Santa in the Childhood Productions Eastman Color movie 


“The Christmas That Almost Wasn’t.” 


Mrs. Santa Claus 


Santa Claus 


Alvaro Mancori 


Maurizio Lucidi 


A CHILDHOOD PRODUCTIONS Release 


In Eastman Color 


Jonathan 


Rossano Brazzi 
Paul Tripp 
Lydia Brazzi 
Alberto Rabagliati 
Mischa Auer 
Sonny Fox 


John Karlsen 


EXPLOITATION. 


Free TV Trailers Special Color Trailer 


Exciting full color television trailers in 60 sec., 20 sec. and Run this “Full of Fun” trailer as part of every show at least 
10 sec. lengths perfect for prime time and children’s program- 2 weeks in advance. It will reach and sell your full family 
ming to help build interest in this holiday box office bonanza. audience. It is the best way to promote this film in your theatre 


This sell trailer gives your audience just a sample of the fun ... It is the best way to guarantee a happy holiday engagement 


that’s coming their way! You'll really get the word across about for you. 
this all-new, all-fun entertainment that will give you your best 
Holiday ever! 
Order directly from 
Childhood Productions 
ee: ra be a 
eo ¥ 4d ashe 
Ee 


Local TV 
School Essay Contest Children's Programming 


Contact your local schools and sponsor an essay contest featur- Work with your local children’s television personality and set 


ing the theme “IF THERE NEVER WAS A CHRISTMAS.” up a segment of program in which children answer the ques- 
tions “WHO IS MEANER THAN MR. PRUNE.” 


You can be the keystone in an area-wide effort by local mer- Astange 16 Wee tute tome te Glin Siew eae aaudenien 


chants. Ae ast pies publish the ee ee: st f local have the children discuss what they’ve just seen. You’ll be 
meh el SS aa a you Jb keep Bet ie aso as toe reaching just the audience to make this your biggest holiday 
the film is playing. 


season ever. 


Award suitable prizes for the most original 250 word essay. Award prize to most original answer. 


MHEIGHRISINGS 
iHenAlMsy 


Color Contest 


Oh what fun the children will have this Holi- 
day Season coloring these delightful Christ- 
mas characters: 


Mr. Prune, Mr. Whipple, Santa Claus, Mrs. 
Santa, Jonathan, Mr. Prim and the Santa 
Workshop Dwarfs. 


You'll develop even more interest if you run 


a new contest every week . . . and put the win- 
9 

ner’s up all around your lobby. You can even 

enlarge this contest by having the children 

draw the presents they’d like to receive, draw 

their own home with Santa coming down the 

chimney, and other Christmas scenes. 


Available from National Screen 
3 Col. Ad Mat # TCAW-CC-1 
Also Available as Herald TCAW-CC-2 


Sound Track Album 


This sound track album of all-new original music and lyrics is 
distributed by RCA Camden Records and is perfect for tie-ins 


with local disc jockeys. 


Contact all the record dealers in your area and encourage them 
to set up colorful window displays built around this exciting 


new album. You'll be “pre-selling” this new film through the 


entire holiday season. 
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EASTMANCOLOR 


LYDIA BRAZZi ALBERTO RABAGLIAT! MISCHA ALIER SONNY FOR 


Special Screenings 


Set up special screenings for local merchants, disc jockeys, dignitaries, children’s TV personalities. 


They'll help to spread the word about this year’s biggest holiday entertainment. 


commen PROMOTIONS enn 


Retail Merchants 


Christmas Season Holiday windows featuring toys, games, 
Santa Claus, Mrs. Santa Claus, Santa’s workshop dwarfs, stills 
from film and full color poster art. Retail merchant can utilize 
coloring contest or essay contest for children’s excitement. 


Set up a tie-in where the merchant can sell tickets right in his 
toy department. And don’t forget that the perfect prize in any 
contest sponsored by a retailer is a ticket to see “THE 


CHRISTMAS THAT ALMOST WASN’T”! 


Chamber of Commerce 


Contact local Chamber of Commerce and arrange a Christmas 
parade tie-in with opening of film and Christmas Holiday 
shopping season. 


Give prizes for the best floats showing scenes from this film. 
Sponsor a gala Christmas party for the children in your area. 
There’s no limit to the excitement you can create! 


Masquerade Party 


Arrange masquerade party featuring Christmas characters 
only, such as: 


Santa Claus, Mrs. Santa, Mr. Prune, Scrooge, etc. 
Suitable prizes awarded. 


If you work through the local scouting groups or the PTA, 
you'll make this masquerade party a big affair for the 


whole family. 


FOSTERS & 
ACCESSORIES 


(Available from NATIONAL Bee 
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1 SHEET (FULL COLOR) 


LyDIA BRAZZI ALBERTO RABA 


PAUL THIPP io: BAY CARTER. 


STANDEE 
(FULL COLOR) 


CHILDHOOD PRODUCT 


wer A nage AYO BRAZZI ALBERTO RABAGLAT MISCHA AUE SONNY FOX: ....., ROSSANO BRAZZL 
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22 x 28 (FULL COLOR) 


24x 82 DAY-GLO DISPLAY 


Additional Material Available from Available from LOOP ADVERTISING CO. 
NATIONAL SCREEN SERVICE 4110 Commercial Avenue Omaha, Nebr. Phone (Area Code 402) 453-6160 


COMING ATTRACTIONS TRAILER AD MATS 6% x 124% HERALDS NEW 3 COLOR 8%x11 HERALDS 14x22 WINDOW CARDS 
8x 10 COLOR GLOSS STILLS (10 to set) SCENE MATS 6x9 HERALDS 7x11 COUNTER CARDS 
PRESS BOOKS DATE STRIPS MERCHANT TICKETS 


All of the above are Very Reasonably Priced All of the above are Very Reasonably Priced 


(Write for Samples) 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 


OR ASSISTANCE: NoPSIS (Running Time: 94 Minutes) (NOT FOR PUBLICATION) 


WRITE! eo WIRE! e¢ CALL! Some 50 years ago, Santa Claus (ALBERTO RABAGLIATI) finds he is in serious trouble. The zillionaire in- 
dustrialist Phineas T, Prune (ROSSANO BRAZZI) has purchased the entire North Pole and plans to evict Santa and 


Mrs. Claus from their home because they can’t pay their rent.The rent must be paid by Christmas Eve at midnight 
or there will be no Christmas. So Santa seeks the aid of Sam Whipple (PAUL TRIPP). 


Sam, a struggling Attorney, wants to help. He accompanies Santa to Prune’s house, and when the man who hates 


children is not at home, Santa tells Sam that Prune must have gone to the North Pole. They take off with a swish 
of Santa’s sleigh. 


At home, Mrs. Santa (LYDIA BRAZZI) is busy with Santa’s seven dwarf helpers trying to finish work on toys. 


165 WEST 46th STREET Santa’s bookkeeper, Jonathan (MISCHA AUER), supervises as they all worry about Mr. Prune. 
Santa and Sam arrive, followed shortly by Mr. Prune, who demands the rent and refuses to listen to Sam’s pleas. 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10036 Insisting he was never a child himself, he sings “I’m Good at Being Bad,” and leaves. 
PHONE (Area 212) 265-4085 Santa, wanting to discover the reason for Prune’s mean behavior, asks Jonathan to search the records for a child 


named Phineas T. Prune. Meanwhile, Sam decides Santa needs an ordinary job to make enough money by the dead- 
line—now only a few days off—to pay the rent. 


Sam has a great idea! He sells Mr. Prim (SONNY FOX), owner of Prim’s Department Store on the idea of 
having Santa appear in the store as himself to chat with children and pass out free balloons. 


Crowds of parents and children of all ages fill the store. The venture is a great success, and the first depart- 
ment-store Santa is in does heavy business. Suddenly, on December 24th, the store becomes empty, and Santa dis- 
covers that Prune has bought the store from Prim and put him out of a job. 


Once again, Santa and Sam, alone in the town square, are disheartened, certain that there will be no Christmas 
that year and that little children will be terribly unhappy. 


A small boy recognizes Santa and Sam and greets them. When he is told about Santa’s problem, the -boy rushes 
around the square shouting to children that Santa is in trouble and needs money. Amidst a snowfall the children of 
the world come running to bring their pennies to help Santa. 


Back at the North Pole, Mr. Prune arrives to take over, but just at the crucial moment, Santa and Sam rush in 
with huge sacks of coins, which they give to Prune. Santa has won! Santa and Sam then quickly load the sleigh with 
gifts for Christmas Eve delivery, and streak through the sky. 


As they prepare to deliver the last present, a package Jonathan had handed them just before they left, they 
discover the present is for Mr. Prune. Santa and Sam enter Prune’s old house to give him the present. It is a sailboat, 
which he had asked for when he was five years old, but the postcard had been lost all these years. Prune regains 
his faith in Christmas and everyone is filled with happiness. 
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